
Lecture 2: When faith and science collide



Our approach to this difficult area.
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you 
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put 
to shame.

1 Peter 3: 13 – 16 



Evolution collides 
with intelligent 

design





A common picture from school text 
books: the problem is on the far left...



University of Minnesota, Evolution of Primates



Are these our relatives?



Many arguments against evolution

• DNA, DNA and DNA

• Sexual reproduction (more on this in a minute)

• Species diversity: estimates range from millions to trillions…
• Common number is around 9 million different species
• 11,000 species of birds
• 6,500 species of mammals



The problem of 
reproduction as 
a means of 
combining DNA

• Natural selection through random mutations still 
has the issue of what to start with …….

• Random mutations may gradually impact a 
population to eliminate certain weaknesses (e.g. 
shorter height) but it is extremely difficult for this 
to generate a brand new sexually viable distinct 
species

• For mammals to combine their genetic material, 
to generate a potentially new species they have to 
produce viable off-spring
• This is off-spring that is able to reproduce 

again



Mules, 
99.99% 
infertile 



The main two problem’s of 
evolution: where it all 
started, and species leap’s

• The main problem is still the beginning
• Major species classes from nothing??

• Artificial selection such as dogs, cats, 
livestock shows change WITHIN a viable 
species

• Have you ever seen a Cat-Dog?

• This is still within 1 species class (or one 
kind, using Biblical language)



Origin of life – from a random 
soup – we don’t think so! The 
science says so !!

• The smallest free-living bacterium known is Candidatus 
Actinomarina minuta, with a genome of 0.7 Mbp (700,000 
base pairs).

• Yes, you read that correctly, even a very tiny, and small 
prokaryotic bacteria consists of SEVEN HUNDRED 
THOUSAND BASE PAIRS

• Cells have both FORM AND FUNCTION – HOW DO YOU 
CREATE BOTH AT THE SAME TIME!!!!!!!

• A human sperm cell contains 3 BILLION BASE PAIRS

• A human oocyte contains 3 BILLION BASE PAIRS
• Each one of us is the result of the combining of 6 

BILLION BASE PAIRS!



Still a problem of probability 
that time (even billions of 
years) does not solve.

• If evolution was real, why don’t we have a 
massively INCREASING numbers of 
species?

• Because it is extremely difficult (personally, 
impossible) to even see complex unicellular 
cells to develop from nothing

• But the GIANT leap from unicellular life to 
smaller fish species etc…..is that GIANT 
and extremely unlikely, impossible



The final problem of 
‘step-wise evolution’: 
the need for 
instantaneous 
creation of viable 
connected ecosystem

• We know (unfortunately) that ecosystems are 
intricately connected and removing one species 
can significantly impact the entire ecosystem

• In addition, every species requires the specific 
nutrients, food, water required for survival

• Without plants first being created (as the Biblical 
pattern) herbivore animals would not have food to 
survive
• If carnivores were created first, they would 

eat themselves and nothing would be left 
within viable times of reproduction

• Reproduction takes time ….

• Do you remember the size of DNA of flowering 
plants? 
• 1011 base pairs, that’s a billion + two 

zeros……





NEVER ALLOW SOMEONE TO MAKE YOU, OR YOUR CHILDREN FEEL ‘UN-EDUCATED’ 
OR ‘IGNORANT OF SCIENCE’ OR ‘BLINDED BY THE BIBLE’ WHEN STANDING FOR 
CREATION BY INTELLIGENT DESIGN!



God’s definition of life 
collides with man’s 
desire to control life



Definition of life

• Scientific description: a fertilized egg 
that is implanted in a mother's womb is 
the beginning of life.

• Biblical description: the combining of 
physical and spiritual from conception 



'For you created my inmost 

being; you knit me together in 

my mother’s womb. I praise 

you because I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful, I know 

that full well.‘ 

Psalm 139:13-14 



Considerations

Contraception that 
prevents sperm or egg 

before they are combined

• Prevent ovulation
• Barriers

Contraception that 
interferes with 

implantation is stopping 
life

• Intrauterine devices 
(IUDs) that inserted into 
the uterus may interfere 
with either fertilization, 
or implantation

• Something that 
interferes with 
implantation should be 
reconsidered

In vitro fertilization (IVF)

• Fertilization of egg 
outside the body



How God intended 
food collides with an 

addictive food industry



A little different topic… I know

23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are 
lawful,” but not all things build up. 24 Let no one seek his own good, 
but the good of his neighbor. 25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat 
market without raising any question on the ground of 
conscience. 26 For “the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness 
thereof.” 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are 
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any 
question on the ground of conscience.

1 Corinthians 10: 23-27



Has food science destroyed food?

Sugar 1500-2000 BC, and been 
proven to be more addictive 
than cocaine

Fake ‘meat’







Eating food 
as God 
intended it

23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things 
are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not 
all things build up. 1 Corinthians 10: 23

Not making others go against their 
conscience

Eat whole foods

Recognize that many foods are 
DESIGNED to be addictive





How God intended a 
conscious life collides 
with the internet and 
artificial intelligence



Let’s begin by asking AI to 
define science and faith:

• Science is a systematic enterprise that builds and organizes 
knowledge in the form of testable explanations and predictions 
about the universe. It relies on observation, experimentation, and 
evidence to develop and refine its understanding of the natural world. 
Scientific conclusions are tentative and open to scrutiny and 
revision as new evidence emerges.

• Faith, particularly in a religious context, involves belief and trust in 
divine or supernatural explanations that may not be empirically 
verifiable. Religious beliefs are often rooted in ancient texts, traditions, 
or spiritual experiences and can be resistant to change in the face of 
conflicting evidence.



Simple Dictionary Definition

• Science: the systematic study of the structure and behavior of the 
physical and natural world through observation, experimentation, 
and the testing of theories against the evidence obtained.

• Faith: complete trust or confidence in someone or something.

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9cc9d8b9600304b9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enIE1111IE1111&q=experimentation&si=AMgyJEuEQhOjsNGy6JLkEdrYh1GiY1lfHQqmJMy3ObClAEWLpIK3vFKZkcNI7veufbP9IJ22nzUwOXRFJTDhPOx9RSY97g_H0moaR3m2bfNkKYDqy14DgYuMneaySbPhP2JVqJnuaSzk&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiksbnU_OKOAxWiGtAFHfKCJ-kQyecJegQIKBAR






27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.

John 10: 27-28



John 16: 4-11

“I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I 
am going to him who sent me, and none of you 
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because 
I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 
you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the 
world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do 
not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and 
you will see me no longer; 11 concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is 
judged.



30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Ephesians 4: 30



Proverbs 2: 1-5

My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments with you, 2 making your ear attentive to 
wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 3 yes, if 
you call out for insight and raise your voice for 
understanding, 4 if you seek it like silver and search for it as 
for hidden treasures, 5 then you will understand the fear of 
the LORD and find the knowledge of God.



Deeply 
concerned about 

information 
overload

• We are facing a flood of information 
through the internet, social media

• This flood of information is now being 
manipulated beyond simple algorithms

• Information is being automatically 
changed to manipulate you, and me

• As Christians, who walk by the Spirit, 
we are facing a real threat









When absolute truth 
of God collides with 

the pride of man



Age of Biblical Texts

• Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy: 1446-1406 BC; 
may have been mostly oral tradition until much later

• Joshua: 1400-1370 BC; possibly oral tradition recorded during the reign 
of Josiah (late 600s BC)

• Judges: 1045-1000 BC; possibly oral tradition recorded during the reign 
of Josiah (late 600s BC)

• Ruth: 1011-931 BC (likely during reign of David)
• 1 & 2 Samuel: 930-722 BC; may have been mostly oral tradition 

compiled during the reign of Josiah (late 600s BC)
• 1 & 2 Kings: 560-540 BC
• 1 & 2 Chronicles: 450-425 BC
• Ezra: 440-430 BC, Nehemiah: 430-400 BC
• Esther: Probably around 400 BC





Science to 
prove the 
reliability of 
scriptures



Our one and only true authority:
John 17: 17 ‘Sanctify them in truth, your word is truth’



Questions?
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